About Newspapers                           109
at the expense of its liveliness, and it may cease either
to discuss boldly or to entertain. There may be a
definite split and distinction between the responsible
papers we shall buy and trust and the irresponsible
papers we shall buy to entertain, excite or irritate us,
Or Opinion, after its present rush into the newspaper
columns, may presently find the editors growing restric-
tive, interfering or stingy, and resort to the intermit-
tent instead of the periodical press, to pamphlets and
special periodicals. We want the news every morning,
but it may be to the taste of many of us to have our
arguments by the week or occasionally, for us to take
up when we are so disposed. What concerns us here
is whether the common man is likely to get as good
news or better in the future than he does now and
whether there is likely to be any diminution of his
present free access to every sort of opinion about every
possible subject. There is little or no indication of any
reversal of the general advance in these matters,
In imaginative works about the future, the writers
are apt to abolish the newspaper altogether and repre-
sent the news and so forth as being distributed entirely
by wireless, cinemas and the like ultra-modern devices.
But it may be doubted whether such contrivances will
ever do more than act as supplements and stimulants
to the reading of books and newspapers. For all these
other things you must go to an appointed place or
listen at an appointed time. You cannot choose your